
Great Horwood
Past & Present





Great Horwood

Past & Present

A community production from the

Great Horwood Book Planning Group



First published in 2012 by The Modestine Press

Copyright © Great Horwood Book Planning Group, 2012

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any 
means, electronic, mechanical, xerographic, or otherwise, without 
the prior permission of both the copyright owner and the publisher 
of this book.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication (CIP) Data: a catalogue 
record for this book is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-898720-00-3

Printed by Harlequin Press, Little Horwood 
(http://harlequin-press.co.uk)

The Modestine Press 
16 Winslow Road 
Great Horwood 
Milton Keynes MK17 0QN 
(http://modestine.co.uk)



Contents

Acknowledgements and Thanks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     vii

Introduction. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       ix

one
Great Horwood and its Setting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        1

two
From Earliest Times to Domesday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     5

three
Medieval and Later Times. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            9

four
Fire! Fire!. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        23

five
Buildings Ancient and Modern . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      35

six
The Landscape: Farms, Gardens and Allotments. . . . . . . . .         45

seven
The Working Community: Trades and Businesses . . . . . . . .        57

eight
Clean Work and Purdy Work: Lace-Making. . . . . . . . . . . . .             71



nine
The Natural Environment: Wildlife . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   75

ten
The Parish Church of St James: a History. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               85

eleven
Nonconformists and their Chapels. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    93

twelve
St James Today . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   95

thirteen
Music at St James . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                101

fourteen
The Bells of St James. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              105

fifteen
Calamities and Crimes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            109

sixteen
200 Years of School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               129

seventeen
A Village at War: World War II. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      145

eighteen
A Village at Peace: Life and Leisure. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  151

nineteen
D. Jack Smith: Lord of the Manor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    169

twenty
Fun and Festivities. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               171

References. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      185


